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i . . 

; FROM HARRIMAN AND VANCE. 

■ 1. WE MET WITH XUAN ™UY AND LAU FOR 2 AND > ^HOUip^ 

• INCLUDING TEA BREAK AT OUR HOUSE IN SCEAU • 

PRESENT ON OUR SIDE. 

2. WE OPENED BY READING T U E ^ R ^f, AR IH H lR X IrTc E itvOLING E THE L USE 
. EMPHASIS. TO THE SENTENCE AND ALL th^DRV" THUY ASKED THAT WE 
OF FORCE AGAINST THE TERRITORY MAnr* WHICH WAS DONE# 

REREAD THE FULL STATEMENT WE HA° ^T MA , H£ SAI $ HE 

THUY THEN SAID HE WOULD LIKE |^ATIONOF OUR LAST MEETING 
•CONSIDERED TODAY'S MEETING A CUNUHuhuuw “ T tuf u S 

:*Sill C n6^ the 

OF BOMBING. THE DRV HAD TAKEN !j°* E °£ T J H ™ E QUESTION WHETHER IF 
^^cSI^iftSfp^nlipAnSS P THE SAIGON 

: T ufs.T t°op TI tSI°bomb"« md mu!™ side had just given Xjrs 

-REPLY. ■ I 

: 5. NOW, XUAN THUY SAID, HE “0“ L ? L | 1 ^ s ! 0 4 D ?2| S n N nED E STATES V ' HAI 
'•WE HAD JUST SAID AND ANSWER AS EOEUOVIS. a-TS OF WAR 

' S^^WDRV ‘SS AFTER 0 THE^CESSATION OF^BOMBING THE |TWO 
IlDES AGREE THAT THERE dr^'toe^LF^THE U?S. GOVERNMENT 

^D CL ^^S E =I^AT?Sn TK F‘ 

POLITICAL SETTLEMENT TO THE SOUTH VIETNAMESE PROBLE . 
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fY'M-4. THE DRV ADOPTS THIS P0SITI0N,~THUY SAID, IN ORDER ONCE AGAIN 
' k TO PROVE ITS GOOD WILL TO PERMIT THIS CONFERENCE TO GO TOWARDS 
YflY'PEACE. THE DRV ALSO WISHES THAT THE U.S. SIDE'WILL GIVE EVIDENCE 
^#OF GOOD WILL AND EMPHASIZES THAT THE U • S*tsS IDE ^SHOULD ~T ALWWITH 
- '%&¥> THE NLF^AND^THATtTHE .SAIGON -ADMINISTRATION-SHOULD CHANGE ITS 
6‘:#»?RKSll^3^^SHawlNG .ITS ...DESIRE' FOR PEACE BY "ACCEPTING. ' 

-■ ^VWo^ALK^lTOHE^NLFrTHERE WAS ONE MORE-; ! 

" Y ft THING WHEN'A - U'.S .'-AN NOU&CE&JM!^ m . 

j k A Mn ntHF-SrrsTQ F^AR. STlT; TP.MO&BOW-OR IH£_PA.Y_iOEjWHE / 
■l i rnTTn uTNiG DA Y THE DRV STDESHALL DISCUSSJ|ITH.JI:HE_.U.S j ,_SJDE / i 
/ M THFMANNF.R OF CO N VENTNG^A~e6+i-FERtNCE7 ! 


Y5. WE SAID^THAT-THUY WAS INJECTING NEW CONDITIONS WHICH NE,VER 
?.• HAD BEEN DISCUSSED BEFORE. WE SAID WE'HAD--MADE IT PLAIN THjAT 
YuE EXPECTED GVN REPRESENTATIVES TO BE PRESENT AT THE MEETING 
'- • TO BE HELD IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE CESSATION OF BOPBING ON OUR 
V SIDE, AND THE DRV SIDE COULD HAVE WITH IT THE NLF OR ANYONE 
I ELSE IT WISHED. THE PROCEDURES, AGENDA, AND OTHER MATTERS 'WILL BE 
DISSCUSSED BY THE TWO SIDES. THE DRV HAS NEVER RAISED THES£ 
i- MATTERS BEFORE, BUT WE HAD MADE IT PLAIN THAT THERE COULDNpT 
f: BE SERIOUS TALKS UNLESS THE GVN HAD ITS REPRESENTATIVES PRESENT. 
YWE HAD NOT RAISED SUBJECTS TO BE 

i: DiSCUSSED. AS FAR AS WE ARE CONCERNED, THESE MATTERS ARE NOT 
;V UP FOR CONSIDERATION AT THE PRESENT AND THEY SHOULD NOT BE 

DISCUSSED NOW. 

__ c 

: 6. THUY THEN REPEATED HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT WE BELIEVE SERIOUS 
• TALKS AFTER THE CESSATION OF BOMBING COULD ONLY BEGIN WITH) THE 
PARTICIPATION OF THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION, AND WE HAD SAID THAT 
; THE DRV SIDE COULD BRING THE NLF OR ANYONE ELSE IT WlSHED.i 
A s FOR THE NATURE OF THE CONFERENCE, THE DRV UNDERSTANDS THAT THE 
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• nodis/harvan/double plus^ 

•NEGOTIATIONS WILL INCLUDE REPRESENTATIVES OF THE DRV, THE 
THE U.S. AND THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION. AS TO WHERE THE 
■! REPRESENT AT IVES SIT, THAT IS NOT IMPORTANT. THE IMPORTANT 
! POINT IS THAT THERE WILL BE FOUR PARTIES. 
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7. WE RECALLED THAT WE HAD IN THE PAST SAID THAT WE DID NOT 
EXPECT THE DRV TO RECOGNIZE THE NLF JUSTUS THE DRV DOES NOT 
RECOGNIZE THE GVN. THIS QUESTION DOES NOT ARISE. WE SAID WE 
AGREED TO THE PARTICIPATION OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE NLF OjN 
THEIR SIDE AS THEY HAVE AGREED TO THE PARTICIPATION j 

OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GVN ON OUR SIDE. THUY REPLIED THAjT 
THE DRV AGREES TO THE PARTICIPATION OF THE SAIGON ADMINISTRjAT ION 
AND THAT IT UNDERSTOOD THAT WE AGREED TO THE PARTICIPATION :0F 


AND__ 

EVEN 


NLF REPRESENTATIVES, AND BOTH SIDES UNDERSTAND THAT LEGALLY 
DIPLOMATICALLY THE QUESTION OF RECOGNITION IS NOT INVOLVED,) 

BETWEEN THE U.S. AND THE DRV. THUY SAID HE FURTHER UNDERSTOOD THAT 
IN THESE NEGOTIATIONSHHE FOUR PARTIES WILL IN FACT HAVE TO TALK TO 

EACH OTHER. j 

j 

8. THUY ASKED WHEN WE WOULD STOP THE BOMBING. WE SAID WE DID 
NOT KNOW, BUT IF THIS EVENING’S CONVERSATION IS [ 

SAT ISFACTORHSN THE ANNOUNCEMENT COULD BE IN-THE NEXT ! 

DAY OR TWO. WE SAID WE ANTICIPATED THAT WHEN THE ANNOUNCEMENT 
IS IN FACT MADE, IT WILL BE THAT THE ORDER HAS BEEN GIVEN JO STOP 
THE BOMBING WITHIN 24 HOURS. FOR EXAMPLE, IT MIGHT BE, ALTHOUGH WE 
COULD NOT SAY FOR SURE, THAT THE BOMBING WOULD.BE STOPPED AT 
THE END OF THE WEEK, AND WE WOULD-JTHEN MEET THE DAY AFTER THE 
CESSATION. OF BOMGING, FRIDAY OR SATURDAY. 
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*mA 15 . WEaSAID«A =WEETING^SHOULD i^TAKE 'PLACE ‘AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 
AFTER -THE CEFEATION OF BOMBING WITH A REPRESENTATIVE FROM THE 
ffs^>| GVN AND THE NLF, EVEN THOUGH THEY DO NOT YET have FULL DELEGATIONS. 

WE ASSUMED THAT THE SAIGON GOVERNMENT WOULD APPOINT THEIR 
AMBASSADOR IN-PARIS TO SIT IN. . AT THE MOMENT HE DOES NOTKNOW . 

" ANYTHING ABOUT THIS, BUT<-HE^WOULD BE ABLE TO REPORT TO SAIGON 

AND GET INSTRUCTIONS.' IN THE SAME WAY ». J2L? L fn S Hi| C r3NTRftL 
A-’v^ if OF ITS- REPRESENTATIPS IN EUROPE, HE COULD REPORT TO HIS CENTRAL 

•A A:! COMMITTEE. ON THAT BASIS, WE ASKED THUY HOW SOON COULD THEY 

; AAfA ' get AN NLF REPRESENTATIVE TO PARIS. 

; " js. T HUY S A ID HE•:COULD NOT SPEAK FOR THE FRON IN THIS MATTER. 

. A A: he SAID HE KNEW THE WAY THE FRONT WORKED AND ANY REPRESENTATIVE 
- .A A OF THE FRONT MUST GET HIS ORDERS FROM THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE. 

• . THUY SAID HE WANTED TO ASK WHETHER IN THE EVENT THI S QUESTION 
COULD NOT BE SETTLED WOULD WE WAIT UNTIL THE DAY BEFORE Afj NLF 

A"- REPRESENTATIVE COULD BE PRESENT TO ST0 f o J HE * ,-5 J E t 5 E uVm ED », 

THAT OUR INSTRUCTIONS WERE AS WE-HAD-ALREADY GIVEN THEM TO HIM. , 

\ THUY THEN SAID THAT MEANS THAT THERE MUST BE A FOUR -PARTYjCONFERENCE, 
;■ \ ffHE DAY AFTER THE CESSATION OF BOMBING. THUS WE ARE IMPOSING TWO f , 

| CONDITIONS :( D THAT HANOI TALK TO THE SAIGON ADMINISTRATION; / 

||and (2) that the date for the beginning of a four-party conference \< 

ll MUST BE DETERMINED FIRST. 

; S. \ j 

17. WE AGAIN ASKED HOW SOON AN NLF REPRESENTATIVE COULD BE 
HERE. AND WE URGED THAT HE BE SOMEONE WHO IS HERE IN EUROPE, 

JUST AS WE WILL PROPOSE THAT THE GVN AMBASSADOR IN PARIS PAR¬ 
TICIPATE. , 

IS. THUY SAID HE.WOULD HAVE TO REPORT TO HANOI. THE NLF WILL 
HAVEft? SAY HOW LONG IT WOULD TAKE THEM TO GET TO PARIS, AkD THE 
DRV SIDE WILL LET US KNOW THE REPLY. 

19. WE EMPHASIZED THAT WE WERE NOT SUGGESTING A FULL-FLEDGED 
DELEGATION, BUT MERELY A REPRESENTATIVE. WE WANT TO BEGIN 
DISCUSSIONS IMMEDIATELY IN ORDER TO MAKE THE PROGRESS THAT BOTH 
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FROM HARRIMAN AND VANCE. 

SIDES HAVE SAID THEY WANTED. THUY SAID T »J T ” E e JJ^ E ? c T S5L T o, F 
THE FOUR-DELEGATION CONFERENCE WOULD BEGIN AS SOON AS POSSiBLE, 

BUT HE COULD NOT REPLACE THE AUTHORITY 0F J HE ^L'Jme^riFPTDl 
PAN ONLY CONTACT AND REPORT TO THE NLF, AND THE NLF MUST DECIDE. 

THUY HAS NO RIGHT TO CONTACT THE NLF REPRESENTATIVES IN MQSCOW, 
PRAGUE OR ANYWHERE ELSE AND TELL THEM TO COME H£ 

MUST CONTACT THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE OF THE NF l-r THUY THEN SAID HE 
WANTED A CLEAR CUT ANSWER TO THE FOLLOWING QUESTJ$ N * Jf F R L 
UNITED STATES STOP THE BOMBING TOMORROW OR THE DAY AFTER, 

«*» t» p ]( ki r 

ESTATES HAVE TO DETERMINE THE DATE OF A FOUR-DELEGATION 
CONFERENCE BEFORE SUCH CESSATION? 

i 

?0. WE AID THAT IF THUY HAD NOT GIVEN US A QUALIFIED REPLY, 

WE COULD HAVE ANSWERED.BUT, SINCE HIS ANSWER HAD { - 

BEEN QUALIFIED, WE COULD NOT REPLY. WE REITtRATED OUR BELIEF THAT 

THUY WAS IMPOSING A CONDITION BY STATING THAT WE MUST AWAIT 

THE ARRIVAL OF AN NLF REPRESENTATIVE BEFORE MEETING WTH U.S. 

AND GVN REPRESENTATIVES. THUY SAID IT WAS THE U.S. WHICH WAS 
..POSING CONDITIONS. 

21. WE THEN SAID WE WOULD LIKE TO RECAPITUALTE. THUY COULD NOT 
TELL US TONIGHT WHEN THE NLF REPRESENTATIVE WOULD BE JJ! £|RIS 
TO ATTEND THE MEETING, BUT HE INTENDED TO REPORT T H E NECESSITY 
FO HAVING A MEETING JUST AS SOON AS POSSIBLE AFTER THE CESSATION 
OF BOMBING, EVE IF IT IS TOO EARLY- TO HAVE A FULL DELEGATION WITH 
COMPETENT REPRESENTATION FROM THE NFL. WE ASKED IF THE ' • 
FOREGOING CORRECTLY STATED THUY’S POSITION. pw - 
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22. THUY SAID HE WOULD REPEAT HIS POSITION TO MAKE IT CLEAR. 


J 




. THE DRV SIDE HAD AGREED THAT IF THE BOMBING, SIPPS THERE, 

M :t;.BE SERIOUS TALKS INCLUDING REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SAIGOfi 
TRATION, AND,sTHUY-HOPES that SUCH TALKS WILL TAKE PLACE 
i.i THE BETTER, BUT HE CANNOT SAY DEFINITELY WHAT DATE. NOW 
;v UNITED STATES SAYS THAT THERE MUST BE TALKS INCLUDING 
SAIGON AND NLF REPRESENTATIVES IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE 
CESSATION, EVEN THOUGH THEY DO NOT HAVE FULL-FLEDGED DELEGATIONS. 


* ' 


. - • .1 » 


* t 


J • ‘ 


WILL 

ADMINIS- 
THE SOONER 
THE 


THUY-SAID THAT ALL DISCUSSIONS RELATING TO SOUTH VIET-NAlM MUST 
j- INCLUDE THE PARTICIPATION OF THE NLF. THE DRV CAN ONLY CONTACT 
? AND COMMUNICATE WITH THE FRONT ABOUT THE SITUATION OF OUR 

t talks, it cannot decide on behalf of the nlf. i 


j 23. THUY ASKED WHAT WE SUGGESTED HE REPORT TO HANOI. SHOULD HE 
: REPORT THAT AFTER GIVINGHIS REPLY THIS EVENING REGARDING= SAIGON 
REPRESENTAHON THE U.S. HAD NOT YET ANSWERED WHAT DATE IT WOULD 
! ST °P THE BOMBING? WE SAID THUY HAD NOT YET TOLD US WHEN TALKS 
; WOULD BEGIN. SO, THUY SAID, WOULD HE BE CORRECT TO REPORT THAT 
i WE WOULD NOT STOP THE BOMBING UNLESS WE KNEW A FIXED DATE FOR THE 
BEGINNING OF A CONFERENCE. WE SAID WE DID NOT KNOW. THUY SAID 
; HE WOULD REPORT TO HANOI ALONG THOSE LINES. 


*;24. WE SUGGESTED THAT IF EITHER SIDE GETS ANYTHING NEW FROM 

ITS RESPECTIVE GOVERNMENT THAT IT GET IN TOUCH WITH THE OTHER 
IMMEDIATELY. 

1 

25. LAU SAID HE HAD A QUESTION WHICH HE WISHED TO CLARIFY. 

HE ASKED IF HE WAS RIGHT IN HIS UNDERSTANDING THAT OUR GOVERN¬ 
MENT DESIRES TALKS-TO START AFTER THE CESSATION OF BOMBING AND 
... INCLUDING NLF AND SAIGON REPRESENTATIVES WITHOUT AWAITHING THE 
ARRIVAL OF FULL-FLEDGED DELEGATIONS. THE NFL AND GVN COULD EVEN BE 
REPRESENTED BY ONE PERSON EACH. WE SAID THAT WAS RIGHT. 1 
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26. WE SAID WE DID NOT KNOW HOW LONG THE SAIGON GOVT 
WOULD TAKE TO FORM A DELEGATION. WE SAID WE THOUGHT THEY WOULD 
BE PREPARED TO MOVE FAST. AT THE START THERE WILL BE DISCUSSIOCF 
OF MATTERS OF PROCEDURE AND AGENDA. IT WOULD NOT BE LOST TIME 
TO DISCUSS SUCH MATTERS IN THE ABSENCE OF FULL DELEGATIONS. 


27. WE SAID WE COULD NOT SAY HOW LONG IT WOULD TAKE FOR THE 
GVN TO SEND A AFULL DELEGATION, BUT THEY ARE READY TO SEND A 
REPRESENTATIVE AT ONCE AND WE URGE THE DRV TO ACCEPT THAT 
PROCEDURE, BECAUSE TO WAIT FOR THE FORMATION OF FULL DELEGATIONS 
MAY TAKE A WEEK AND IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT FOR OUR GOVT TO 

WAIT A WEEK BEFORE SERIOUS TALKS BEGIN. j 

28. THUY SAID HE WOULD REPORT FULLY TO HANOI. HE SAID THAT 

LE DUC THO IS ON HIS WAY TO HANOI, AND THE CONTENTS OF OUR PREVIOS 
MEETINGS ARE FULLY UNDERSTOOD BY LE DUC THO. HANOI ALSO FULLY 
UNDERSTANDS BUT WITH LE DUC THO RETURNING, HANOI WILL UNDERSTAND 
ALL THE BETTER. THUY SAID HE WOULD LIKE TO REAFFIRM THE DRV’S 
GOOD WILL AND SERIOUS INTENT. 

/29. WE SIAD WE WOULD REPORTIDIGHT AWAY. WE ENDED THE jMEETING 
/ WITH THE UNDERSTANDING THAT SHOULD EITHER SIDE RECEIVE WORD 
FROM ITS GOVT, IT WOULD COMMUNICATE IMMEDIATELY WITH THE OTHER. 
HARRIMAN 
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